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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

^1 . An electronic board system, comprising: 

electronic board including a screen for displaying information; 
apparatus for determining user interest in information displayed on the screen; 
an inp^t device for receiving information to be displayed on the electronic board 
from a plurality of users; 

a memory rar storing information received from the input device; 
a processor fof^selecting which information to display on the screen, for determining 
where and how to displaysthe selected information on the screen and for displaying the 
selected information on the\creen; 

wherein the processor selects which information to display in accordance with a 
predetermined relationship basedvon group-based recommendation criteria and user interest. 

2. The electronic board system of claim 1, wherein the input device comprises a 
multi-function device for printing, scannmg and copying, 

3. The electronic board system of\^aim 1 , wherein the input device comprises a 
mobile computing device. 

4. The electronic board system of claim 3\ wherein the mobile computing 
device is selected from the group consisting of personal aigital assistant, portable computer 
and cell phone. 

5. The electronic board system of claim 1 , further comprising a plurality of 
personal computers and workstations connected to a network. 


6. The electronic board system of claim 5, wherein, responsive to a user request, 
information displayed on the screen is transmitted to the user's personal\omputer or 
workstation and displayed thereon. 
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The electronic board system of claim 5, wherein the network comprises the 


Internet. 


8. Vrhe electronic board system of claim 5, wherein the network comprises an 


mtranet. 


9. The eJectronic board system of claim 1 , wherein the input device comprises a 
touch screen embedded in the electronic board. 

10. The electronic board system of claim 1, wherein the input device, responsive 
to a user request for information in the memory, outputs a copy of the requested information. 

1 1 . The electronic board system of claim 1 , wherein the input device comprises 
an electronic information system having a paper user interface. 

12. The electronic board system of claim 1, further comprising a device for 
receiving email submissions and requests for information from users. 

13. The electronic board system\pf claim 1 , further comprising an external 
service for providing information and wherem the processor selects information to be 
displayed from the extemal service in accordar^ce with the group-based recommendation 
criteria. 

14. The electronic board system of clainj 13, wherein the extemal service 
comprises video information. 


15. The electronic board system of claim 13,\vherein the extemal service 
comprises audio information 
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l6v The electronic board system of claim 1, wherein, responsive to user input to 
the input deVice, the processor stores a rating for the user input information in the memory, 
stores a represJmtation of the user input information in the memory and analyzes the content 
of the user input information. 
5 \ 

17. The electronic board system of claim 1, wherein the predetermined 
relationship is a function\pf information topics most representative to the plurality of users at 
the current time. 

10 18. The electronic bWrd system of claim 17, wherein information is displayed 

about the most representative topics in a manner which enables onlookers to view which 
information is of current interest to\he plurality of users. 

19. The electronic board system of claim 1, wherein the recommendation criteria 
15 is a function of preferences of the pluralitV of users and wherein the predetermined 

relationship is a based on criteria that is likely to be of general interest to the plurality of 
users or of interest to several of the plurality of users. 


20. The electronic board system of claim 1, further comprising a group calendar 
20 comprising a calendar of schedules of the plurality^^f users and wherein the predetermined 
relationship is further a function of the group calendar. 


21. The electronic board system of claim 1, ^erein the information stored in the 
memory comprises a plurality of topics and wherein the processor ranks the information 
25 stored in the memory according to topic and according to Activity of the plurality of users. 


22. The electronic board system of claim 21, wherein user activity comprises the 
number of times individual users have input the item and the nikmber of times individual 
users have output the item. 
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The electronic board system of claim 21, wherein each topic is ranked in 
accordance ^ith the number of higher rated individual items in such topic. 

24. Tfie electronic board system of claim 23, wherein the predetermined 
5 relationship compris^es a mle for determining which items of information are to be displayed 
on the screen based on higher ranked topics. 
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25. The electronic board system of claim 21, wherein the predetermined 
relationship comprises a mlkfor determining which items are to be displayed on the screen 

10 based on higher individual rankings. 

26. The electronic boards system of claim 1, wherein the size and location of 
items displayed on the screen is a fum^tion of time displayed and user interest. 
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27. The electronic board systefn of claim 1, wherein the apparatus for 
determining user interest comprises a plurality of sensors disposed behind the screen, 
wherein each sensor detects user interest in inl^rmation displayed on the screen near the 
sensor. 

28. The electronic board system of claimM, wherein the apparatus for 
determining user interest comprises the processor ston^g requests for copies of displayed 
items. 


29. The electronic board system of claim 27, whea-ein the predetermined 
25 relationship comprises a rule for determining which items are\o be displayed on the screen 
based on user ratings, item attributes and sensor input. 
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30. The electronic board system of claim 27, wherein tn^ sensors detect 
information written on the screen or pointed to by persons near the screen. 
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3 1 . The electronic board system of claim 1 further comprising a camera for 
detecting presence of a pereon near the screen and identifying the person. 
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